Conference Call the agricultural practices. Thus, for example, it can be expected that if the degradation of a pesticide is temperature dependent, then it will degrade faster under tropical conditions compared to temperate conditions. Similarly, leaching may be more important in areas of high rainfall compared to the drier areas of the region. Properties of the soil (pH, CEC, content of organic matter, etc.) might also di er and a ect movement and degradation of pesticides.
Before a pesticide is used, it is important to carry out an environmental risk assessment taking account of local conditions. In Latin America discussions on risk assessment first took place in the 1990s and in 2002 the Andean community published the regulation for registration of pesticides and provided a framework for performing environmental risk assessments. For a risk assessment to be useful it is essential that the data used are relevant and of appropriate quality. These data can come from the registrants of pesticides and from open scientific literature, in this latter case the data may not have undergone quality control or quality assurance and their reliability needs to be assessed before they are incorporated in the risk assessment. The term "risk", when used in the process of risk assessment, has a specific definition i.e. "the combination of the probability, or frequency of occurrence, of a defined hazard and the magnitude of the consequences of the occurrence". The assessment is carried out to enable risk management decisions to be made e.g., restricting certain uses of a pesticide. Environmental exposure assessments are carried out using established computer models which determine the likely concentration of a pesticide in the various environmental compartment, soil, water, sediment, etc. Thus, in Brazil, models developed by the United States Environmental Protection Agency have proven to be useful for determining likely environmental concentrations and comparing these to ecotoxicity values to determine the risk to flora and fauna. Validation of models for local conditions is an ongoing process and clearly, as well as good data, a good understanding of their relevance to local conditions is required to give results which equate to pesticide levels to be expected under actual use conditions. , one of the founders of POLYCHAR, talked about how far the series has come from its beginning as an opportunity for graduate students at the University of North Texas to practice giving presentations about their projects.
The philosophy of POLYCHAR is to visit a di erent part of the world each year to give students and young scientists an opportunity to present their scientific work to a larger international audience, to meet prominent scientists, and to attend tutorials held by international well-known scientists. Previous POLYCHAR meetings had been held in Denton, Texas, (where POLYCHAR had been founded in the year 1992), Guimaraes, Portugal (2004) (2015) and Poznan, Poland (2016) .
Conference presentations ranged broadly over topics in polymer and composite chemistry, physics, and engineering. They were organised under the themes of: One of the great challenges of the future is to explain the process of life in chemical terms. This ambitious task requires a strong interdisciplinary cooperation and mutual understanding of scientists from both Chemistry and Biology. The 11th International Symposium on Bioorganic Chemistry (ISBOC-11) focused on this interdisciplinary task by exposing Chemical Biology as important research field. The conference was held from 27 to 29 September 2017 at the University of Konstanz and, thus, for the first time in Germany. It was jointly conducted with the Konstanz Symposium Chemical Biology, which is hosted bi-annually by the Konstanz Research School Chemical Biology (KoRS-CB), a top-level graduate school funded within the framework of the German Excellence Initiative.
"We have merged the two conferences although both have their own tradition", emphasized Andreas Marx, head of the local organizing team. In his welcome speech he pointed out the history of and the link between the two conferences: The ISBOC series of meetings was inaugurated in 1986 in New York and has moved around the world at three year intervals. Ten symposia have been held till now in places like Biarritz (France), Pune (India), She eld (England), Toronto (Canada), Beijing (China) and Torino (Italy). The Konstanz Symposium Chemical Biology, however, is quite younger. It started in 2010 with the aim to bring early stage researchers in contact with experts in the research fields of Chemical Biology: Synthetic Chemistry, Cellular Biochemistry, Biophysics, Biomedicine, and Computational Life Science. Since its inauguration, the symposium has become a biannual event which has been held four times till date.
By linkage of the two conferences, the organizers were able to line up an excellent list of speakers comprising two keynote lectures by Nobel Laureates, 16 plenary lectures by invited speakers from across the globe as well as short talks by postdoctoral and doctoral researchers, and poster presentations. The plenary lecturers were as follows: Jürgen Bajorath (Germany), Matthew Bogyo (USA), Aaron Ciechanover (Israel, 2004 Nobel Laureate) 
